
Oneof themostimportantfeaturesof

digitalcameraswhichhavechangedthe

experienceof taking picturesis the

possibilityof reviewingyourpictureat

thepointof takinga photograph. You

areabletoseeif youhavetakenagood

pictureorabadoneanddecidewhether

youshouldkeepit.

However,mostofusdonotknowabout

anadditionalfeatureinourcamerathat

canalsohelpin determininga good

picture. This featureis called the

histogram.
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Thehistogramshowsyou the tonal rangeof your

picture,usuallydepictedasthedarkestto thelightest

pixelsin yourpicture. Reviewingyourpictureinsuch

a smallLCDon your camera,it can be hard to

determineif yourpictureisof therightcontrastlevel.

A histogramcantell youdetailsaboutyourpictureôs

exposureand whether you need to make any

adjustmentto thesettingsonyourcamera.

A picture that is underexposedwill show the

following:

Youcanseethatmostof thedetailsareconcentrated

ontheleft sideof thehistogramshowingthat there

moredarkareasinyourpicture.

Apicturethatisoverexposedwill showthefollowing:

Here,mostof the detailsareconcentratedon the

right sideof the histogramshowingthat thereare

morebrightareasinyourpicture.

In theabovecases,whatisnecessaryforyouto dois

to maketherightadjustmentssuchasusingflashor

to manuallyincreaseor decreaseexposurelevel.

Most of the time, your cameraôsauto exposure

featurewill correctlymaketheseadjustmentsunless

youarefacedwithextremecases.
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WHATDOYOUDOIF I HAVEALREADY

TAKENTHEPICTURE?

Itôsalwaysbestto get a picturejust right fromthe

pointof pressingtheshutterbutton. But,thereare

timeswhereyoucanôtget backthe samemoment

and you end up with a picturethatôsnot well

exposed.

Whatcanyoudo?

Donôtdespair. Thisis oneof the mainreasonswhy

there are a number of photo-editing software

availableto fixtheproblem.

IôlluseAdobePhotoshopto giveyouanexampleof

howyoucanfix yourpicture. Mostgoodandeven

basicphoto-editingsoftwarewouldhavethisfeature

availableforyoutomakeadjustments.

USINGLEVELS

Formostpeoplethesimplestwayto adjustthetonal

rangeof a pictureis to just use brightnessand

contrastfeature. However,this methodleavesyou

withlittlecontrolovertheresultsof theadjustments.

Clickon the on the blackandwhitebuttonat the

bottomof theLayerboxandselectLevels.

Youwill then seea histogramwhichdisplaysthe

levelof coloursfor the red,greenand blue (RGB)

Channels.

If you see empty gaps on either side of the

histogram,this meansthat your picturehas low

contrastlevel and could be better with a slight

adjustment.
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Movetheslideronbothendstotheedgeofthe

histogramwheretherearetonaldetails. You

can see the change in your picture

instantaneouslyasthecontrastlevelimproves.

Whatyou havedoneis actuallyimprovingthe overall

contrastof yourpictureby spreadingthe colourdetails

over the entire tonal range. Thismakesfor a more

pleasingpictureto lookat.
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