Understanding
Histograms

Oneof the mostimportanfeaturesf
digitacamerashicthavechangethe
experiencef taking picturesis the
possibilitpf reviewingourpictureat
thepointof takinga photographYou
areableto sedf youhavaakeragood
pictur@rabadoneanddecidevhether
yowshouléeejit.

Howeveamosbfusdonotknowabout
anadditiongeaturén ourcamer¢hat
canalsohelpin determining good
picture This featureis calledthe
histogram
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Understandin

Thehistogranshowsyou the tonalrangeof your IStOQ ram
pictureysuallylepictecsthedarkesto thelightest

pixelsn yourpicture Reviewingourpicturan such

a smallLCDon your camerajt can be hard to Apicturethatisoverexposadlill showthefollowing
determind yourpicturasoftherightcontraskevel

A histograntantell youdetailsaboutyourp i ¢ t u r'

exposureand whetheryou need to make any

adjustmertb thesetting®nyourcamera J A
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A picture that is underexposeavill show the

following _ \
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Heremostof the detailsare concentratedn the
right sideof the histogranshowinghat thereare
morebrightareasn yourpicture

Intheabovecasesyhatisnecessaifgryouto dois
to makeherightadjustmentsuchasusingflashor
to manuallyincreaseor decreasexposurdevel
Youwanseghatmostofthedetailsareconcentrated Most of the time, your ¢ a me aut® éxposure
ontheleft sideofthe histogranshowinghatthere featurawill correctlynaketheseadjustmentsnless
moredarkareasn yourpicture youarefacedvithextremeases
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WHATDOYOUDOIF | HAVEALREADY IStogram
TAKERHPPICTURE?

PicsCanTalk.Com R _ _ _ Clickon the on the blackandwhite button at the
| talwvaydestto geta picturejustright fromthe bottomoftheLayeboxandselect evels
pointof pressinghe shutterbutton Butthereare

timeswhereyouc a géiliackthe samemoment
and you end up with a picturet h anotoaell
exposed

Youwill then seea histogramwhichdisplayghe
levelof colourdor the red,greenand blue (RGB)

Channels
What:aryoudo? If you see empty gaps on either side of the
histogramthis meansthat your picturehas low
D o rdéspair Thisis oneof the mainreasonsvhy contrastlevel and could be better with a slight

there are a number of photeediting software adjustment
availabléo fixtheproblem

| @deAdobePhotoshopo giveyouanexamplef Levels
howyoucanfix yourpicture Mostgoodandeven o — ]
basigphoteeditingsoftwarevouldhavehisfeature mpu‘t I | 255 =
availabléoryouto makeadjustments Cancel
USINCEVELS

é s %

Formostpeoplghesimplesivayto adjusthetonal I g
rangeof a pictureis to just use brightnessand S : £

contrasfeature Howevethis methodleavesyou * | [Mpreview
withlittle controbvertheresult®ftheadjustments
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PicsCanTalk.Com Moveéheslidepnbothendsotheedgmfthe
histogramvherdherearetonaldetails You
can see the changein your picture
instantaneousisthecontradeveimproves

Whatyou havedoneis actuallyymprovingthe overall
e <] contrasof yourpictureby spreadinghe colourdetails
[o N ' overthe entiretonal range Thismakesfor a more
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